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Subjunctive Meanings and a Science of Relations 
In Two Parts— Part I 

Read before the American Philological Association at 
their meeting in Cambridge, July, 1901 

In Latin the subjunctive occurs only in the 
verb, and even here is limited to the person- 
forms. The subjunctive infinitive and the in- 
dicative infinitive are the same. There is no 
indication in the participle of the presence or 
absence of a subjunctive meaning, whatever 
that may be. Neither noiin nor adjective has 
a subjunctive form ; nor have the adverbs, un- 
less a few particles may be excepted. Prepo- 
sitions and conjunctions have no analogous 
modification. 

Limited then to the person-forms, and hence 
admitting of contrast mainly with the indica- 
tive, it is further restricted to four tenses. 
This so limited, so restricted, so meagre a sub- 
junctive assumes awful responsibilities; and 
naturally fulfills them very inadequately. 

Few have the right — the scholar's right — to 
express any opinion about its origin, whether 
it flows from a single source or whether a 
number of streams from various sources are 
here commingled in one. Few can contribute 
anything to the knowledge of its meaning. 
Does one meaning go with it wherever it oc- 
curs, as some Grammarian Realists believe? 
But these dispute among themselves and dis- 
agree in their exhibitions of the fatal enchain- 
ment of deductions. For all others there are 
many meanings that these forms convey, while 
sometimes they express only a part of the 
meaning, the remainder being communicated 
by other indications ; and sometimes no mean- 
ing at all, either because there is none that re- 
quires expression, or because it is already 
abundantly indicated by other signs. In this 
last case the absence of the form would not be 
noticed except in a language which like the 
Latin compels one aut indicative aut subjunc- 
tive loqui, furnishing no convenient form to 
express a meaning common to both or different 
from that of either. 
The classification of these different mean- 



ings and meaninglessnesses is a harder task 
than the classification of the hydrozoa; and 
has engaged great minds of Huxleyan calibre. 
(I am told that it is the fashion now among 
naturalists to speak disparagingly of Huxley's 
achievements in this kind, as of one who had 
sacrificed the force that might have settled 
these questions to a foolish desire to be under- 
standed of the many). 

Pereat, even when further defined by a 
precedent ut, means May he perish! How can 
he perish? In order that he may perish. So 
thai he perishes. Although he perishes. Sub- 
ject to the stipulation that he perishes. Under 
the restriction that he perishes. On the con- 
dition that he perishes. So far as his perish- 
ing is concerned. Let him perish! Among 
the signs, now lost, that which determined the 
sense was the way of saying Ut pereat; the 
script being the fossilized skeleton of any one 
of a myriad living shapes. 

It is not merely by differences of translation 
that the difficulty of classification is made evi- 
dent; it appears again in the bewildering va- 
riety of designations that the different senses 
of different passages impart to the subjunctive 
that is found in them all — conceptual, volitive, 
hortatory, jussive, concessive, conditional, 
dubitative, potential, consecutive, final, adver- 
sative, restrictive, and many others in -al, -ory, 
and -ive. 

We gain an added sense of the difficulty of 
interpreting a passage or formula in which the 
subjunctive occurs, when we seek to ascertain 
what the translation, explanation, and desig- 
nation of the same by some among our con- 
temporaries may mean. 

But the complexity of the problem of pi- 
geonholing subjunctives is thrown in relief by 
contrast with the results obtainable in the clas- 
sification of a much simpler group, the adnom- 
inal genitives. Noun and noun and genitive- 
ending — for the life of him can anyone tell 
anything about it as one knowing could tell? 
You know with a great degree of probability 
that some relation exists between the things 
the two nouns stand for; and that is all you 
get out of the genitive. Whatever else you 
learn, you derive from some other source. 
"Der Genitiv setzte ein Nomen zu einem 
andern in irgendeine durch die Bedeutung der 
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beiden gegebene Beziehung." (Brugmann II 
2 514). Which was prior, the adnominal or 
the adverbal use? Whitney for the one, Del- 
briick for the other. May it not have grown 
up indifferently with both; or at a time when 
all nouns were verbs and all verbs nouns ; or 
when neither existed, but a tertium quid where 
later verbs and nouns did be ; or at all events 
before there was any noun-verb consciousness ? 
The termination was originally independent 
of the stem, having a full meaning of its own, 
but later co-alesced with the stem, at the same 
time shrinking to the mere shadow of its for- 
mer self in meaning and also in sound ; or the 
termination was never other than a part of a 
word to which other words were assimilated; 
or . . . But turn to the meanings of the inter- 
nominal genitive-ending, or rather endings. 
Does your own exhibition of them, or arrange- 
ment of them, or affiliation of them satisfy 
you?_ Perhaps it is otherwise with the sub- 
junctives. 

But why even summarize however briefly 
such obvious considerations as these? Be- 
cause their obviousness causes them to be dis- 
regarded, there are thousands of young men 
to-day engaged in classing each prescribed 
grammatical phenomenon they encounter un- 
der some rubric in this or that grammar. The 
intelligent Oriental sojourning among us asks : 
Are these lads in training for a federal judge- 
ship? Some philosopher might associate the 
political sense shown by the British Legisla- 
ture with the Parsing-classes in the Eton forms 
as reasonably as Wellington ascribed the vic- 
tory of the 36,000 Englishmen at Waterloo to 
the football struggles on the Eton field. It 
seems a large price to pay for such laws and 
such victories. Andrew Ingraham 
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